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June 18
Rain limited some planting of crops in S. Dakota
Rain limited the ability for farmers in some areas of South Dakota to plant crops last week.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture says in its weekly crop report that producers had on
average only 4.9 days suitable for fieldwork.

Winter wheat was jointed at 76 percent and headed at 39 percent. This is behind last year's
pace of 99 percent and the average of 73 percent. Winter wheat conditions were rated 34
percent very poor, 21 percent poor, 30 percent fair, 15 percent good and 0 percent excellent.

Ninety-five percent of cattle were reported as moved to pasture compared to 90 percent the
week before. Pasture and range conditions rated 1 percent very poor, 8 percent poor, 29
percent fair, 52 percent good and 10 percent excellent.

Oglala Sioux Tribe president arrested in Nebraska

The president of the Oglala Sioux Tribe has been arrested during a protest of alcohol sales in
Nebraska, on the border of South Dakota's Pine Ridge Indian Reservation.

Tribal President Bryan Brewer was taken into custody Monday in Whiteclay, Nebraska as
activists protested the town's alcohol sales on the border of the officially dry reservation.

Deputy Sheridan County Attorney Jamian Simmons says Brewer was arrested on a 2012
warrant for passing a bad check for $191 to a veterinary clinic. Simmons says Brewer was
taken to Rushville, where he paid the amount that he owed and was released. She says the
charges will be dismissed.

Brewer and his spokeswoman did not answer their cellphones or respond to text messages
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Monday afternoon.

SD man allegedly shoots 2 others, then kills self

Attorney General Marty Jackley says a man shot and wounded two people before killing himself
in the northeastern South Dakota city of Clear Lake.

Authorities were called to a home about 9 p.m. Sunday for a reported double shooting. Jackley
says two people were flown to a hospital while the man alleged to have shot them, 40-year-old
Brett Pommer, barricaded himself inside the residence.

Law officers tried but failed to make contact with him. SWAT team members eventually entered
the home and found Pommer dead of what Jackley said was a self-inflicted gunshot wound.

Information on the other two people and their conditions was not immediately released.

SD legislative panel begins domestic abuse study

A South Dakota legislative panel has started a study of the state's domestic abuse laws, but it
has delayed a discussion on whether those laws should cover people in same-sex relationships.

The study was prompted by the defeat of a measure during this year's legislative session. The
bill was killed after lawmakers could not agree on whether protections provided by the domestic
abuse laws should extend to same-sex couples.

Senator Deb Soholt of Sioux Falls, chair of the committee, says the panel will likely discuss that
issue at its next meeting on August 1st.
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The committee also is looking into problems in restoring the right to buy or possess a gun to
people who have been convicted of a crime related to domestic violence.

More peregrine falcons released in western SD

Four young peregrine falcons have been released in Rapid City as part of an effort to
re-establish a population of the birds in western South Dakota's Black Hills.

The Birds of Prey Northwest organization and the state Game, Fish and Parks Department have
released 44 peregrines since the $10,000 project began in 2010.

Raptor biologist Janie Fink tells the Rapid City Journal that the birds will migrate to Central
America or South America for two to three years and then hopefully make their way back to the
Rapid City area to find mates and build nests.

Peregrines and other raptors were devastated by pesticides years ago, but their numbers have
been increasing in the Midwest since efforts to restore them began in the early 1980s.
Copyright 2013 The Associated Press.
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